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Intra-Syrian talks resume in Geneva
Briefing reporters on 15 March on progress after the resumption of intra-Syrian talks in Geneva, Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura said that representatives of the High Negotiations Committee (HNC) whom he met that day raised the issue of detainees, as well as humanitarian aid to Daraya and other sites of heavy fighting. “There has been so far, as you know, the issue of humanitarian aid and the reduction of violence, but on the detainees’ aspect we have been having nothing in terms of outcome,” he noted on the second day of the proximity discussions between Government and opposition representatives. In addition to exchanging ideas, Mr. de Mistura said that he and the HNC exchanged papers “on how to get deeper into the discussion at the next meeting on the transitional aspect of the political process.” The UN envoy added that he also received a paper from the Government, with whom he met on 14 March, as part of his effort to “get all the input from all the sides”. Reacting to the announcement by President Vladimir Putin that Russia was withdrawing the majority of its forces from Syria, Mr. de Mistura called it a “significant development” which “we hope will have a positive impact on the progress of the negotiations.”
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/%28httpPages%29/CFE6246D21809FEAC1257F78002CF9C8?OpenDocument

UN convoy delivers humanitarian assistance in Rural Damascus
UN Spokesperson Stephane Dujarric announced on 16 March that an inter-agency humanitarian convoy reached the locality of Bloudan and surrounding areas in Rural Damascus that day to deliver food, health supplies and other items for some 20,000 beneficiaries. “The United Nations continues to call for unconditional, unimpeded and sustained access to all the 4.6 million people in hard-to-reach and besieged locations across the country”, he said in a press briefing at UN Headquarters.
http://www.un.org/sg/spokesperson/highlights/index.asp

Secretary-General and Heads of UN agencies observe fifth anniversary of conflict, call on parties to seize opportunity of peace talks
On the fifth anniversary of the start of the Syria conflict, the Secretary-General noted that the global consequences of failing to resolve the Syrian conflict are now lamentably clear.  “It is in this context that renewed international and regional diplomacy and commitment to finding a solution to the Syrian conflict is vitally important,” he said in a statement on 15 March. Mr. Ban renewed his call for accountability for the crimes committed in Syria. “The Syrian conflict has been the scene of the use of chemical weapons, siege and starvation as a tool of war, unlawful detention, torture, and the indiscriminate shelling of civilians. Those responsible for these crimes must be held to account. I repeat my call to the Security Council to refer the situation in Syria to the International Criminal Court. In Syria as elsewhere, peace without justice is not sustainable”, Mr. Ban stressed. 
In a joint statement issued on 11 March to mark the anniversary, the heads of UN agencies reminded that after five years of brutal and senseless conflict, more than a quarter of a million Syrians have been killed and half the population has been forced from their homes. They reiterated their call on all parties to fully open safe, unimpeded humanitarian access to all the people in need. “We use our collective voice to call on all parties, local and international, for this anniversary to be the last one and for the political talks to bring real peace and an end to suffering in Syria”, they said.
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sgsm17594.doc.htm
https://docs.unocha.org/sites/dms/Documents/Joint%20Humanitarian%20Statement%20on%20Syria%205%20years%20%20ERC-Principals%2011March2016.pdf

UN refugee chief appeals to more countries to take larger share of refugees “Syria is the biggest humanitarian and refugee crisis of our time”, UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi warned on 15 March, adding that only a political settlement would end the suffering and more countries had to take a greater share of refugees in the meantime. "A tragedy of this scale demands solidarity beyond funding. We need more countries to share the load by taking a greater share of refugees from what has become the biggest displacement crisis of a generation," Mr. Grandi said. Echoing his appeal during a visit to Syrian refugees in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie urged Governments to analyse the situation and understand what their country can do and how many refugees they can assist. “I understand that people in many different countries have fears about the refugee situation. We must not let fear stand in the way of an effective response that is in our long-term interests”, she added.
http://www.unhcr.org/56e6e1b991.html
http://www.unhcr.org/56e7f2126.html

Human Rights Council holds Interactive Dialogue on Syria
Addressing the Human Rights Council on 15 March, the Chair of the Independent International Commission of Inquiry on Syria, Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro, said that five years had passed since the war started, with the toll of victims going far beyond anything imagined. Serious violations continued to take place, as thousands were detained and tortured, while countless people were still missing. “The ongoing political dialogue must encompass a discussion on transitional justice options”, Mr. Pinheiro noted. The Commission had been impartially and independently documenting violations of international law by all sides, providing an accurate view of the reality on the ground, he said, adding that the Commission would seek to ensure that human rights and accountability issues remained present at the negotiating table. http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17230&LangID=E#sthash.gcXXmjo1.dpuf

1 in 3 Syrian children have grown up knowing only crisis, says UNICEF
More than 3.7 million Syrian children-–1 in 3 of all Syrian children--has been born since the conflict began five years ago, their lives shaped by violence, fear and displacement, according to a UNICEF report released on 14 March. This figure includes more than 151,000 children born as refugees since 2011. The UN children’s agency estimates that about 8.4 million children--more than 80 per cent of Syria’s child population--are now affected by the conflict, either inside the country or as refugees. “In Syria, violence has become commonplace, reaching homes, schools, hospitals, clinics, parks, playgrounds and places of worship,” said Dr. Peter Salama, UNICEF’s Regional Director for the Middle East and North Africa. “Nearly 7 million children live in poverty, making their childhood one of loss and deprivation.”
http://www.unicef.org/media/media_90453.html
http://childrenofsyria.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/SYRIA5Y-REPORT-12-MARCH.pdf

UN Radio in Arabic
Secretary-General appeals to all parties in the Syrian conflict to contribute to the success of Geneva talks
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194670/#.VulwfOIrKUk

Angelina Jolie visits Syrian refugees in Lebanon and calls for shared responsibility
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194638/#.Vulw0OIrKUk

Special Envoy de Mistura hopes that the Russian decision would help the Syria talks
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194619/#.Vulxg-IrKUk

UNICEF calls for an end to the abuses against Syrian children and for ensuring humanitarian access to them
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194517/#.VulyIeIrKUk

Special Envoy for Syria: the Geneva talks consist of three rounds, and alternative plan for failure is returning to war
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194512/#.Vulyh-IrKUk

UN report: 1 out of 3 Syrian children were born during the conflict
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194497/#.Vuly3OIrKUk

Syrian faces featured in WFP campaign "I am a Syrian"
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/date/2016/03/12/

UN officials call for action so this year will be the last for the Syrian conflict 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194357/#.VulzdOIrKUk

UNESCO heritage experts in France and Switzerland unite to protect and preserve the cultural heritage of Syria
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194340/#.Vulz-eIrKUk

TWITTER
5 years of crisis in Syria - see it in pictures: http://bit.ly/1RjKxCe  #withSyria #syria5years via @OCHA_Syria pic.twitter.com/Ohel4wowkv -15 March

Commission of Inquiry on Syria at the UN Human Rights Council Watch live: http://webtv.un.org  #HRC31 #COISyria https://twitter.com/ungeneva/status/709627707437371394 -15 March

New: Joint United Nations humanitarian chiefs' statement on 5 years of conflict in Syria http://www.unhcr.org/56e2f8ef6.html  https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/709323223092039680 -15 March

Syria Envoy Staffan de Mistura stresses need for inclusivity in #SyriaTalks http://ow.ly/Zroym  via @UNGeneva pic.twitter.com/Gak1C1s3fE-15 March

No one wants to see a sixth year of conflict in #Syria. Joint statement on #Syria5Years: http://goo.gl/3JPasy 
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709661907171545088 - @UNRWA, 15 March
 
Armed conflict began in #Syria5Years ago. This timeline tells the story of the conflict for Palestine refugees: https://goo.gl/ZBBtdc 
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709701514093314048 - @UNRWA, 15 March 
 
510,000 Palrefs from Syria are now reliant on emergency assistance: http://goo.gl/TByhyq  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709715115587796992 - @UNRWA, 15 March 
 
To date, 16 UNRWA staff members have lost their lives in the armed conflict in #Syria: https://goo.gl/72C7lQ  #Syria5Years #RememberUs
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709650630692966400 - @UNRWA, 15 March
 
Armed conflict began in #Syria5Years ago. This timeline tells the story of the conflict for Palestine refugees: https://goo.gl/ZBBtdc 
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709701514093314048 - @UNRWA, 15 March 
 
510,000 Palrefs from Syria are now reliant on emergency assistance: http://goo.gl/TByhyq  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709715115587796992 - @UNRWA, 15 March 
 
To date, 16 UNRWA staff members have lost their lives in the armed conflict in #Syria: https://goo.gl/72C7lQ  #Syria5Years #RememberUs
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709650630692966400 - @UNRWA, 15 March
 
15 UNRWA health centres and 11 health points are currently in operation in #Syria. #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709304445222440960 - @UNRWA, 14 March
 
Food insecurity has worsened significantly for Palrefs in #Syria: https://goo.gl/IWpPn8  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709305544469843968 - @UNRWA, 14 March
 
#Syria: We manage collective shelters for over 3,000 displaced #Palrefs & other civilians. #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709358055394246656 - @UNRWA, 14 March
 
45K Palref kids are enrolled in UNRWA schools in #Syria this year: https://goo.gl/MI9Ld4  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/709303038029201409 - @UNRWA, 14 March

Inconsistent practices at Europe borders causing unnecessary suffering. http://trib.al/zynZcE5  via @Refugees pic.twitter.com/kzscslHZas-13 March

Ahead of Syrian conflict anniversary, UN & partners appeal for real peace http://bit.ly/1XiVtoe  #Syria5Years #SyriaTalks-12 March

Joint statement form UN aid chiefs + partners ahead of #SyriaTalks: political talks must bring a real peace: http://j.mp/21mXxfV -12 March

FACEBOOK
Comment by Staffan de Mistura, UN Special Envoy for Syria, on the announcement by President Putin. 
https://www.facebook.com/UN.Geneva/photos/a.175840892461722.36393.117939301585215/1015541765158293/?type=3&theater-15 March

United Nations humanitarian chiefs are using their collective voices to call on all parties, local and international, for this anniversary to be the last one and for the political talks to bring real peace and an end to the suffering in Syria. See the full statement on five years of conflict in Syria here: http://www.unhcr.org/56e2f8ef6.html- -15 March

Living in contested areas, facing high poverty rates and experiencing tenuous living conditions in Lebanon and Jordan, the 560,000 Palestine refugees of Syria have suffered greatly in the crisis over the last five years. This timeline tells their story through a humanitarian lens. #RememberUs 
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/posts/1053853887994511-15 March 
 
To date, 16 UNRWA staff members have lost their lives in the armed conflict in Syria. This is the largest death toll for any single United Nations agency working in Syria. We extend our deepest condolences to their families and loved ones. #RememberUs#Syria5Years
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1053740681339165/?type=3&theater–15 March
 
In Syria, we continue to manage collective shelters for over 3,000 displaced Palestine refugees and other civilians. #RememberUs #Syria5Years 
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1048549441858289/?type=3&theater– 14 March
 
Our UNHCR colleagues asked some of the 11.7 million Syrians forced to flee, what they hope for the future after five years of conflict. They answer in this new video.
https://www.facebook.com/UNHCR/videos/vb.13204463437/10154815209028438/?type=2&theater-14 March

The crisis in Syria is now entering its sixth year and weak political and public engagement means that the lives of millions are in danger of being forgotten.
Today, 13.5 million Syrians, including 6 million children are in need. That's 12 times more than in 2011 when the conflict started.
Ordinary Syrians are just like you. Say 
More here: http://panorama.wfp.org/iamsyrian-13 March

Food insecurity worsened significantly last year for Palestine refugees in Syria. The exhaustion of coping mechanisms left over 95 per cent of the 450,000 Palestine refugees remaining in Syria dependent on UNRWA to support their minimum food needs.#RememberUs #Syria5Years 
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1048549125191654/?type=3&theater– 13 March
 
Cash assistance remains the most critical form of our support to Palestine refugees in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan. To cover their needs for this year, we are appealing for over US$ 254 million. #RememberUs#Syria5Years 
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1048548778525022/?type=3&theater – 12 March
 
15 of our health centres are currently in operation throughout Syria, with a further 11 health points in areas with significant populations of displaced Palestine refugees. #RememberUs #Syria5Years 
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1048548561858377/?type=3&theater – 11 March

INSTAGRAM
Children displaced by the war in Syria play in the old playground of a former summer camp that has now become a camp for internally displaced persons, in Tartous, #Syria. The camp was opened in 2012 and houses 423 families, over 2000 people, mostly from Aleppo. There are currently 6.6 million people displaced inside Syria and UNHCR and its partners are working to bring assistance to as many as they can.
Regram @unrefugees/ @andrewmcconnellphoto #UNHCR #syriacrisis #children #Tartous
https://www.instagram.com/p/BC8hL3YzDJ8/?taken-by=unitednations-14 March

Social media campaigns
#RememberUs - #Syria5Years is an advocacy and fundraising campaign to tell the story of Palestine refugees in Syria after five years of armed conflict. In the last five years, the Palestine refugees of Syria have been experiencing tremendous hardship with over 60 per cent of the 560,000 registered with UNRWA displaced throughout Syria and further afield. Through the campaign, UNRWA remembers the victims to the Syrian conflict, in particular the Palestine refugees, many of whom have lost their communities, family members, houses and livelihoods. To date, 16 UNRWA staff members have lost their lives in the armed conflict in Syria. This is the largest death toll for any single United Nations agency working in Syria.
http://www.unrwa.org/syria5years
Arabic: http://goo.gl/vVRZRw

#MyVoiceMySchool- #‎Myvoicemyschool‬, running for a second year, is an educational project linking Palestine refugee youth in Syria with their peers in England and Belgium.
Through live video conversations and customized teaching materials, students and teachers explore how education can help them meet their future aspirations.
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.995861277127106.1073741879.105171192862790/995861320460435/?type=3&theater

#IamSyrian is a global engagement campaign on social media platforms launched by the World Food Programme (WFP) at the London Syria conference in February 2016. It offers global citizens the opportunity to show solidarity with the Syrian people by sharing their stories, sending messages of support and demonstrating how the world continues to care about their plight. The campaign will culminate in an exhibition at the UN General Assembly in September 2016.
https://www.facebook.com/WorldFoodProgramme/photos/a.59121880177.81015.28312410177/10153310768060178/?type=3&theater

ShareTheMeal is a smartphone application launched by the UN World Food Programme in November 2015 to support refugee children who have fled the conflict in Syria to neighbouring countries. The free app is available for iOS and Android app stores worldwide. Users can make donations and start sharing meals with hungry children. Contributions will benefit Syrian refugee children in Jordan who are part of WFP’s school meals programme.
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-launches-free-app-smartphone-users-help-feed-syrian-refugee-children

Relevant links to UN Secretariat, Agencies, Funds and Programmes on Syria
DPI Focus Page on Syria:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocusRel.asp?infocusID=146&Body=Syria&Body1=

UN System agencies :
UN Women: http://www.unwomen.org/ 
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/media/index.html
WFP: http://www.wfp.org/countries/syria
OCHA: http:/unocha.org/syria, twitter.com/ocha_syria, facebook.com/UNOCHA.Syria
WHO: http://www.who.int/countries/syr/en/
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4f86c2426.html
OHCHR: http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?CID=SY
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/

UN on social media:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/UN
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/un_photo/
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/unitednations
Tumblr: http://united-nations.tumblr.com/

Photo galleries: 
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d.html
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/photogallery.php
OCHA: http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/photo-gallery
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/photography/photo_2013.php#UNI82253
IRIN: http://www.irinnews.org/photo/
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