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Substantive intra-Syrian talks expected to start on 24 March
UN Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura told reporters in Geneva on 9 March that participants in the intra-Syrian talks had begun to arrive and proximity discussions would begin in the coming days as more delegations join in. The Envoy stated that he expects to start substantive discussions on 14 March, in a round that he expects to end by 24 March. He also noted that with the cessation of hostilities largely holding, more than 238,000 people had been reached with humanitarian aid. While there have been a number of incidents by different spoilers on the ground, by and large, there has been quite a sustained reduction of violence, he said.
http://www.un.org/sg/offthecuff/index.asp?nid=4412
http://www.un.org/sg/spokesperson/highlights/index.asp

Special Envoy emphasizes role of women in political process
To mark International Women’s Day and ahead of the resumption of intra-Syrian talks, Special Envoy for Syria Staffan de Mistura said in a video message that Syria’s women have, and must have, the right to be part of the political process and negotiations that the United Nations is organising. In a statement on 7 March, he stressed that the delegations from the opposition and the Government need to include women. “The women of Syria deserve to have their voice heard”, Mr. de Mistura added.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b54wE9o7dh4&feature=youtu.be

UNHCR concerned about EU-Turkey refugee proposal
The UN refugee agency on 8 March voiced concerns about aspects of a joint European Union-Turkey proposal to solve the refugee crisis. “I am deeply concerned about any arrangement that would involve the blanket return of anyone from one country to another without spelling out the refugee protection safeguards under international law," UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi told the European Parliament on 8 March. “Turkey hosts close to 3 million refugees and has made enormous contributions for years and just recently adopted a work regulation for Syrian refugees, but in light of the enormity of the task, still struggles to provide for all the basic needs of the swelling Syrian population”, Mr. Grandi noted. UNHCR stresses that legal safeguards would need to govern any mechanism under which responsibility would be transferred for assessing an asylum claim. 
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unhcr-expresses-concern-over-sketchy-eu-turkey-plan

Amid rising displacement of people, UN agencies continue cross-border aid deliveries 
Briefing reporters in Geneva on 8 March, a spokesperson for the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said that the cessation of hostilities had reduced the overall level of violence in Syria, but the armed conflict including airstrikes continued in pockets. Ground fighting and airstrikes north and west of Aleppo had reportedly led to the displacement of thousands of people, he said.  Humanitarian agencies in the area had expressed serious concern about aerial attacks on heavily populated areas, schools and hospitals.  In response to the increased displacement of civilians, UN humanitarian supplies continued to come across the border from Turkey. 
From 15 February to 4 March, UN agencies and the International Organization for Migration shipped 386 truckloads of food, medicines, non-food items, and assistance in water and sanitation across the border to assist about 900,000 people, in Aleppo Governorate, in Hama, and in Idlib.
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/%28httpBriefingsLatest_en%29/0BFBE54A9F5F8D7DC1257F7000529D30?OpenDocument

Denmark contributes over US$4 million to UN mine action in Syria and Iraq  
Denmark announced on 7 March a US$4.4 million contribution to support UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) operations in Syria and Iraq, where landmines and other explosive devices pose a threat to civilians and humanitarian actors.  In Syria, UNMAS is working from the UN humanitarian base in Gaziantep, southern Turkey, to deliver life-saving mine action in extremely challenging circumstances. To date, six teams of Syrians have been trained in explosive ordnance disposal and a further six in explosive hazard risk education techniques. Risk education has been delivered to over 18,000 civilians across Syria and 166 humanitarian workers.
http://www.mineaction.org/sites/default/files/pr/Denmark%20Press%20Release%202016.pdf

Critical water facility resumes operations in Aleppo
[bookmark: _GoBack]The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) welcomed on 6 March the resumption of operations of a facility that provides drinking water to more than two million people in Aleppo, following a 48-day deliberate shut-down. “Getting clean water flowing again for the people of Aleppo is lifesaving,” said Hanaa Singer, UNICEF Representative in Syria. The al-Khafseh facility produces an average of 400 million litres of clean water daily. Water has been used as a weapon of war by all sides to the conflict in Syria. UNICEF has documented such tactics in areas including Aleppo, Damascus, Rural Damascus, Dar'a and Hama. 
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/water-restored-aleppo-after-48-days-deliberate-shutdown-water-facility

UN Radio in Arabic

Special Envoy de Mistura: Syrian talks would not address the cease-fire and humanitarian access
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194135/#.VuBKiPkrKUk

Syrians in Moadamieh were eating a meal every two days before the arrival of relief convoys
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194036/#.VuBK1fkrKUk

The United Nations confirms the resumption of intra-Syrian talks on Wednesday
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/194004/#.VuBLR_krKUk


UNHCR says it is not a party to the EU/Turkey proposal on refugees 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/193997/#.VuBLfPkrKUk

Staffan de Mistura: If there was a place in the world where we must recognize the suffering and courage of women that would be Syria
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/193928/#.VuBMLvkrKUk

Water facility in Aleppo distributes water again after 48 days of interruption
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/193903/#.VuBMcfkrKUk

European Union contributes $40 million to the World Food Programme to help the Syrians in Turkey
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/193633/#.VuBNd_krKUk

TWITTER

Access to clean water remains difficult in Yarmouk refugee camp - @UNRWA on #Syria5Years http://goo.gl/xyKyG6  pic.twitter.com/0FKRGAXUTa 
-9 March

UN Special Envoy for #Syria Staffan de Mistura to start #SyriaTalks at @UNGeneva on Monday 14 March. https://twitter.com/UNGeneva/status/707542723075706881 …
-9 March

Want to help @refugees? Find out how here: http://donate.unhcr.org/international/general … https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/705894648250822657 …
-9 March

New @OCHA_Syria video shows how the ongoing 5-year #SyriaCrisis affects millions of women https://youtu.be/5OfKTzgcmuk  #IWD2016 #Syria
-8 March

Message to the women of Syria from UN Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura on Intl Womens Day. #IWD2016 #SyriaTalks https://youtu.be/b54wE9o7dh4 
-8 March

Almost 2/3 of people in Syria have no access to safe water - latest from @WHO is here: http://goo.gl/mPEujT  https://twitter.com/WHO/status/706763953662201856 …
-7 March

Keep the aid coming! You can help here: http://j.mp/1QusGw4  https://twitter.com/Refugees/status/705337535954882561 …
-4 March

FACEBOOK

A look inside the Syria Humanitarian Access Taskforce, chaired by the UN Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura, meeting at UN Geneva on Wednesday.
https://www.facebook.com/UN.Geneva/posts/1011944992184637
-9 March

"If there is one place in the world where we should recognize the [suffering], the courage, the resilience and the determination of women, it is Syria"
For International Women's Day, the United Nations Syria Envoy Staffan de Mistura has a message for the women of Syria.
https://www.facebook.com/UN.Geneva/videos/vb.117939301585215/1011063615606108/?type=2&theater
-7 March

We estimate that one fifth of the 560,000 Palestine refugees in Syria have fled the conflict. In Lebanon and Jordan, we provide 60,000 Palestine refugees from Syria with vital support like education, health and humanitarian relief. In both areas, Palestinians face added discrimination, as they are not granted the same rights as Syrian refugees. #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1046727848707115/?type=3&theater 
– 5 March
 
Thousands of Palestinians in Syria are trapped in areas of active conflict with extremely constrained access to humanitarian assistance. In February, for the first time in eight months, we delivered food, blankets and hygiene kits to approximately 5,700 families from Yarmouk camp and the surrounding area. #RememberUs #Syria5Years – 6 March
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1046727542040479/?type=3&theater 
 
Access to clean water remains extremely difficult in Yarmouk refugee camp, with people relying on untreated water from shallow wells for their daily needs. During the most recent aid distributions to civilians in the Yalda area near Yarmouk, residents describe children suffering from hepatitis as a result of untreated water. #RememberUs #Syria5Years – 7 March
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.118302834882959.10295.105171192862790/1046729255373641/?type=3&theater 
 
TWITTER
 
#ThrowbackThursday to Jaramana emergency camp, #Syria in 1970: https://goo.gl/mOG66W  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/705367429959045120 - 3 March 
 
Over 60% of #Palrefs registered with UNRWA in #Syria are displaced: https://goo.gl/3kfziZ  #Syria5Years #RememberUs
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/706734943645409280 - 7 March
 
Palestine refugees' humanitarian and protection needs are growing: https://goo.gl/G1NjP4  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/706741611967987712 - 7 March
 
60,000 Palestine refugees fled #Syria to #Lebanon and #Jordan: https://goo.gl/cmeuEv  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/706750047837409280 - 7 March
 
Access to clean water remains difficult in #Yarmouk refugee camp: https://goo.gl/xyKyG6  #RememberUs #Syria5Years
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/706754204065533952 - 7 March

Social media campaigns
#RememberUs is a campaign launched on 2 March 2016 on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to tell the story of Palestine refugees in Syria after five years of armed conflict. The advocacy and individual fundraising campaign will culminate in the unveiling of a multimedia page, #Syria5Years. In the last five years, the Palestine refugees of Syria have been experiencing tremendous hardship with over 60 per cent of the 560,000 registered with UNRWA displaced throughout Syria and further afield. Through the campaign, UNRWA remembers the victims to the Syrian conflict, in particular the Palestine refugees, many of whom have lost their communities, family members, houses and livelihoods. To date, 16 UNRWA staff members have lost their lives in the armed conflict in Syria. This is the largest death toll for any single United Nations agency working in Syria. 
https://twitter.com/UNRWA/status/704964125189914624

#MyVoiceMySchool- #‎Myvoicemyschool‬, running for a second year, is an educational project linking Palestine refugee youth in Syria with their peers in England and Belgium.
Through live video conversations and customized teaching materials, students and teachers explore how education can help them meet their future aspirations.
https://www.facebook.com/unrwa/photos/a.995861277127106.1073741879.105171192862790/995861320460435/?type=3&theater

Joint appeal to end suffering in #SyriaCrisis
More than 120 humanitarian organizations and UN agencies issued a joint appeal on 21 January, urging the world to raise their voices and call for an end to the Syria crisis and to the suffering endured by millions of civilians. The appeal outlines a series of immediate, practical steps that can improve humanitarian access and the delivery of aid to those in need inside Syria. People can “sign” the appeal by liking, sharing, and retweeting it.
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/more-100-humanitarian-organizations-and-un-agencies-urge-public-join-them-speaking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xWBni3P4Ok8

ShareTheMeal is a smartphone application launched by the UN World Food Programme in November 2015 to support refugee children who have fled the conflict in Syria to neighbouring countries. The free app is available for iOS and Android app stores worldwide. Users can make donations and start sharing meals with hungry children. Contributions will benefit Syrian refugee children in Jordan who are part of WFP’s school meals programme.
http://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-launches-free-app-smartphone-users-help-feed-syrian-refugee-children

Relevant links to UN Secretariat, Agencies, Funds and Programmes on Syria
DPI Focus Page on Syria:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocusRel.asp?infocusID=146&Body=Syria&Body1=

UN System agencies :
UN Women: http://www.unwomen.org/ 
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/media/index.html
WFP: http://www.wfp.org/countries/syria
OCHA: http:/unocha.org/syria, twitter.com/ocha_syria, facebook.com/UNOCHA.Syria
WHO: http://www.who.int/countries/syr/en/
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4f86c2426.html
OHCHR: http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?CID=SY
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/

UN on social media:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/UN
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/un_photo/
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/unitednations
Tumblr: http://united-nations.tumblr.com/

Photo galleries: 
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d.html
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/photogallery.php
OCHA: http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/photo-gallery
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/photography/photo_2013.php#UNI82253
IRIN: http://www.irinnews.org/photo/
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