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[bookmark: _GoBack]Briefing reporters on 22 February, ahead of the launch of the intra-Syrian negotiations, Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura said that the agenda of the talks will be according to the UN Security Council resolution 2254. This includes, he said the establishment of a credible, inclusive and non-sectarian governance; two, schedule for the process of drafting a new constitution, and three, free and fair election pursuant to the new constitution administered under the UN supervision to the highest international standards. “Well, these are the three areas, we can call them baskets if you want, in which we intend to lead the discussions among the Syrian sides.” He also said that the Russian Federation at the Ceasefire Task Force that day had have formally requested the Government of Syria to “silence their own skies in the areas touched by cease-fire during the intra-Syrian negotiations. We have been requesting those who have an influence on the opposition to try themselves also to do the same. They don’t have airplanes but they can do something similar in terms of reducing any type of provocation on any side to give a better chance to the intra-Syrian negotiations to not be affected by breakdowns produced that spoil the actual talks.” (The briefing transcript will be available on the below link.)
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpPages)/A45B5560F87E2336C1257F4700646029?OpenDocument

UN food agency welcomes Japan’s generous contribution to assist displaced Iraqis and Syrian refugees
The UN World Food Programme (WFP) has welcomed a contribution of US$7 million from the Government of Japan to provide food assistance to thousands of Iraqi families affected by the ongoing crisis in Mosul as well as Syrian refugees living in camps in Iraq.
The UN food agency will use the funding to support 400,000 displaced Iraqis as well as to assist 65,000 Syrian refugees for over one month through WFP’s electronic voucher programme. “This generous contribution from Japan will help put food on the tables of thousands of Iraqi and Syrian families whose lives were thrown into flux due to violent conflict,” said WFP Representative and Country Director Sally Haydock. http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/wfp-welcomes-contribution-japan-provide-food-assistance-displaced-iraqis-and-syrian

UN alarmed at the situation in northern town of Al Bab
In a joint statement on 21 February, UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria Ali Al-Za’tari and Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis Kevin Kennedy expressed deep concern over the fate of some 5,000 civilians trapped in the fighting around the town of Al Bab. “We urgently call on all parties to the conflict to immediately ensure the unhindered movement and safe passage for people trying to reach safety. The UN and partners are ready to provide humanitarian assistance and protection to the civilians who are caught in the middle of this combat,” both officials stressed. Al Bab remains under the control of Da’esh, while non-state armed groups are advancing from the west and north. According to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights about 300 civilians have been killed in the past two months as a result of the offensive to retake Al Bab, primarily due to airstrikes.
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/joint_statement_on_al_bab_-_21_february.pdf

UN Secretary-General highlights the need for political, inclusive solution for Syria and Iraq
Speaking at a press conference on the sidelines of the Munich Security Conference on 18 February, UN Secretary-General Antonió Guterres said he was not optimistic about a short-term solution in Syria. “I think peace is only possible when none of the parties to the conflict think they can win. I’m not sure we are yet there in Syria. I’m afraid that some might still think, and I think it’s a total illusion, that they might win that war”.
The UN chief noted that effort should focus on convincing those Member States that are relevant to the parties to the conflict that the Syria conflict has become a terrible threat for them and that it is in their best interest to stop the conflict independently of the different perspectives that they have. “I think it is essential to put on track the political process. And also, I think it’s important to say that there is no way we can defeat Da’esh if we don’t find a political, inclusive solution for Syria and for Iraq”. 
https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2017-02-18/secretary-general%E2%80%99s-remarks-munich-security-conference

Special Envoy tours several capitals in the run-up to Syria negotiations
In preparation for the UN-led Geneva intra-Syrian negotiations, the Spokeswoman for the Office of the Special Envoy for Syria (OSE), Yara Sharif, said that in the past week, Mr. de Mistura had been actively engaged in meetings that would contribute to bringing parties closer together ahead of the negotiations, including visiting capitals of stakeholders in Brussels, Rome and Moscow. On the meeting held in Astana, Kazakhstan, Ms. Sharif said that a team of experts from the OSE had attended the meeting of the trilateral joint group, comprised of Iran, Russia and Turkey. The team had actively engaged with the members of the joint group, and with the delegations of the Syrian parties, representatives of the Government of Syria and of the opposition as well as with delegations of Jordan and of the United States. Mr. de Mistura had welcomed the outcome of the meeting as a significant contribution towards strengthening the cease-fire on the ground and creating an environment conducive for the holding of the intra-Syrian negotiations. 
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpBriefingsLatest_en)/BFA9A18D38028FDAC12580CA00393572?OpenDocument

Special Envoy urges humanitarian access across Syria
Special Envoy Staffan de Mistura told reporters in Geneva on 16 February that it was hoped that the intra-Syrian negotiations would be focusing on matters of governance, a new constitution and election. “All three are important and we will be pushing for all three areas to be seriously discussed in Geneva”, he noted. The Envoy also stressed the importance and the urgency for a humanitarian access to all areas in Syria which are not receiving aid, including the four towns of Kafraya, Foua, Madaya and Zabadani.
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpNewsByYear_en)/AE14D9CD1CA32F6EC12580C90060E15F?OpenDocument

UN investigative panel releases latest report on use of chemical weapons
In its fifth report to the Security Council, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)-UN Joint Investigative Mechanism said that it had identified the actors involved in four cases under investigation between April 2014 and August 2015. It had determined that the Syrian Arab Armed Forces had been involved in the use of toxic chemicals as weapons and that their helicopters had been used to drop barrel bombs in three of the cases. Furthermore, the investigative panel received nine allegations from Member States on non-State actors’ transfer or possession of, or use or intent to use, chemical weapons or toxic chemicals. One allegation concerned the use of chlorine in Aleppo in December 2016 by an armed opposition group.
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/2017/131

UN Radio in Arabic
الأمم المتحدة تدعو إلى حماية المدنيين في بلدة الباب في سوريا - 
UN calls for the protection of civilians in Al Bab town 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/233941
21 February

المبعوث الأممي لسوريا بصدد وضع اللمسات الأخيرة على قائمة المشاركين في مفاوضات جنيف القادمة
UN Envoy to Syria is finalizing the list of participants in the next intra-Syrian negotiations
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/233660
17 February

أنطونيو غوتيريش: لست متفائلا في حل قصير الأجل للأزمة السورية ويجب التوصل لحل شامل
Antonió Guterres says he is not optimistic about a short-term solution for the Syrian crisis, stressed the need for a comprehensive solution
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/233732/
18 February

العقبات أمام عملية توزيع المساعدات في سوريا تقوض حياة السوريين المحاصرين 
The lives of besieged Syrians is undermined by the obstacles to aid distribution 
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/233580/
16 February

دي مستورا يبحث مع المسؤولين في موسكو مسألة وقف الأعمال العدائية في سوريا 
Special Envoy de Mistura meets officials in Moscow to discuss the cessation of hostilities in Syria
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/233560
16 February

Twitter
UN Geneva‏@UNGeneva - 22 February
Main agenda elements for #SyriaNegotiations are in SC resolution 2254: governance, constitution and free & fair elections - @UN Syria Envoy

UN Geneva‏@UNGeneva- 22 February 
Syrian #women are more than half of the population, need to be included more and consulted - Envoy De Mistura on #SyriaNegotiations

UN Geneva@UNGeneva- 22 February
.@UN #Syria Envoy Staffan de Mistura: "The political momentum gives raison d'être for ceasefire and vice-versa." 
#SyriaNegotiations
UN Geneva‏@UNGeneva- 22 February 
"The drafting of the new Syrian constitution is up to the #Syrian people and the Syrian people only" - de Mistura
#SyriaNegotiations

OCHA Syria ‏@OCHA_Syria - 21 February 
Read @UN statement on situation in #AlBab #Syria where an estimated 5,000 civilians are trapped by fighting:

OCHA Syria ✔ @OCHA_Syria- 21 February
Despite efforts of @UN and partners, the aid convoy to besieged #AlWaer #Syria was aborted due to the security situation on the ground

UN Refugee Agency ‏@Refugees - 20 February 
“It will be hard at first, and we all need to learn the language. But we will work hard + we will adapt” #refugees

Facebook
UN Radio- 22 February
The United Nations has expressed "deep concern" over the fate of an estimated 5,000 civilians trapped by fighting in and around the town of Al Bab in northern #Syria.
On Tuesday, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria Ali Al-Za'tari urged all parties to the conflict to immediately ensure a safe passage for people trying to reach safety.

Social media campaigns
#Shareyourwarmth- UNRWA launched its winter fundraising campaign #shareyourwarmth in December 2016 to support the needs of this vulnerable population affected by the Syrian crisis and bring respite during the cold months.
http://www.unrwa.org/galleries/photos/families-face-hardship-during-winter-khan-dunoun-shelter

#My Voice-My School is an UNRWA project launched in 2015 and implemented by Digital Explorer to connect schools in Gaza, Syria, Lebanon with schools in Europe and USA through Skype exchanges. Through live video conversations and customized teaching materials, students and teachers explore how education can help them meet their future aspirations. www.unrwa.org/myvoicemyschool

@ShareTheMeal: In April 2016, the World Food Programme launched its phone application to support fundraising efforts for Syrian refugee children in Lebanon. ShareTheMeal’s fundraising aims to support 1,400 refugee children. Through the app, smartphone users can join thousands of other people in making donations and support a selected community and monitor progress. Since the launch of the campaign, nearly 7.5 million meals have been shared.
www.sharethemeal.org

#Unite4Heritage is a global movement run by UNESCO that aims to celebrate and safeguard cultural heritage and diversity around the world. Launched in response to the unprecedented attacks on world heritage sites, the campaign calls on everyone to stand up against extremism and radicalization by celebrating the places, objects and cultural traditions that make the world such a rich and vibrant place.
http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1254/
#NoLostGeneration- The initiative was launched by UNICEF and partners in 2013 to focus attention on the plight of children affected by the Syrian crisis. By articulating real concerns about the possible ‘loss’ of a generation of children to the effects of violence and displacement, the initiative put education and child protection at the centre of the response inside Syria and across the refugee hosting countries (Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt).
http://nolostgeneration.org/about

Relevant links to UN Secretariat, Agencies, Funds and Programmes on Syria
DPI Focus Page on Syria:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocusRel.asp?infocusID=146&Body=Syria&Body1=

UN System agencies :
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/media/index.html
WFP: http://www.wfp.org/countries/syria
OCHA: http:/unocha.org/syria, twitter.com/ocha_syria, facebook.com/UNOCHA.Syria
WHO: http://www.who.int/countries/syr/en/
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4f86c2426.html
UNFPA:https://www.unfpa.org/emergencies/crisis-syria

OHCHR: http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?CID=SY
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/
UNESCO:http://www.unesco.org/new/en/syria-crisis-response/
UNESCO Emergency Safeguarding of the Syrian Cultural Heritage Project:      http://www.unesco.org/new/en/beirut/areas-of-action/culture/syria/emergency-safeguarding-of-the-syrian-heritage/
UNESCO Observatory of Syrian Cultural Heritage https://en.unesco.org/syrian-observatory/
UNESCO Bridging Learning Gaps for Youth: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/syria-crisis-response/bridging-learning-gaps/

UN on social media:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/UN
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/un_photo/
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/unitednations
Tumblr: http://united-nations.tumblr.com/

Photo galleries: 
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d.html
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/photogallery.php
OCHA: http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/photo-gallery
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/photography/photo_2013.php#UNI82253
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