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Intra-Syrian talks conclude in Geneva with ‘clear agenda’ and plans to resume later this month
The United Nations-facilitated intra-Syrian talks are “moving in the right direction,” the UN Special Envoy for Syria said on 3 March, wrapping up the latest round of discussions in Geneva with counter-terrorism added to the agenda and plans to resume in late March. Staffan de Mistura told journalists that participants had engaged in “serious” discussions and said that the sides would be invited to continue discussions later this month. “It is now clear to everyone and that is beyond dispute that we are here to implement UN Security Council resolution 2254,” Mr. de Mistura said, referring to the Council text approved in 2015 endorsing a road map for peace process in Syria, including specific language on governance, constitution and elections.
Mr. de Mistura also briefed the UN Security Council on 8 March regarding the intra-Syrian talks. He spoke to the media after the briefing. Noting that 8 March was the International Women’s Day, he paid tribute to Syrian women and the role that they had played in the talks. He also said that the next round of talks will start in Geneva on 23 March. He reiterated that the Geneva talks are aimed at implementing resolution 2254. 
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56288
http://www.unog.ch/unog/website/news_media.nsf/(httpPages)/27F6A1AC235BF9D9C12580D9000AA221?OpenDocument

Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis calls for greater efforts to address the needs of more than 7 m women and girls
In a statement issued on 8 March, the UN Assistant Secretary-General and Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis Kevin Kennedy called for greater efforts to address the needs of more than 7 million women and girls in Syria impacted by the conflict. “Responding to the specific needs of Syrian women is an absolute priority for the humanitarian community,” said Kevin Kennedy, the Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the Syria Crisis, said in marking International Women’s Day (IWD) on Wednesday. “It’s imperative we do more.” Today, women and girls account for 52 per cent of the 13.5 million Syrians across the country in need of humanitarian and protection assistance; many of them living under particularly harsh conditions of vulnerability. Of the more than 643,000 people living in 13 besieged locations, over 340,000 are women and girls.
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/united-nations-assistant-secretary-general-and-regional-humanitarian

UN envoy urges protection of children as key to peace-making and conflict prevention
The rights of children must also be a cornerstone of conflict prevention, peace-making and peace building efforts, the United Nations focal point on children in armed conflict on 7 March told the UN Human Rights Council, expressing deep concern at the scale and severity of grave violations committed against children in the past year. “In Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria and Yemen thousands of children were killed and maimed as result of intense conflict,” said the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict, Leila Zerrougui, said presenting her latest report to the Geneva-based rights body. Recruitment and use continued at “high levels” in those countries, as well as in the conflicts in the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Nigeria, Ms. Zerrougui said.
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56310
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/HRC/34/44&Lang=E&Area=UNDOC

UN agency concerned new US refugee plan may 'compound the anguish' of people fleeing conflict
Refugees are ordinary people forced to flee war, violence and persecution in their home countries and who remain in urgent need of life-saving assistance and protection, the United Nations refugee agency underscored today in the wake of the latest Executive Order signed by the President of the United States on refugee resettlement. “The imperative remains to provide protection for people fleeing deadly violence, and we are concerned that this decision, though temporary, may compound the anguish for those it affects,” UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi said in a news release on 6 March, adding that his Office (UNHCR) has long been a partner for the US in finding solutions to refugee problems, “and we look forward to continuing this partnership.”
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56303
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2017/3/58bdd37e4/unhcr-underscores-humanitarian-imperative-refugees-new-rules-announced.html

UN Radio in Arabic

Syrian talks end with intention to hold a new round
http://www.unmultimedia.org/arabic/radio/archives/234950/#.WL8leG8rJaQ 
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OCHA Syria @OCHA_Syria  Mar 8
Mira is a @UN humanitarian worker from #Syria. On International #WomensDay she sends a message of strength and resilience @WFP @WFPLogistics
UN Refugee Agency Mar 8 
“I miss everything about Syria. I miss my friends, my Dad, my school. I want to get back home more than anything." #WomensDay

OCHA Syria @OCHA_Syria Mar 8
Today on International #WomensDay, read statement from Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the #SyriaCrisis: http://ow.ly/cd8r309HfE5

UN Refugee Agency‏ @Refugees Mar 8
From Syria to #SouthSudan, we're working around the clock to provide protection + aid to millions. http://trib.al/lkbrB5T  #WomensDay

OCHA Syria @OCHA_Syria Mar 8
To mark International #WomensDay, @UN organizes Information Day for Syrian women working on the #SyriaCrisis in #Gaziantep #Turkey

OCHA Syria @OCHA_Syria Mar 5
Almost 66,000 people displaced in recent fighting in #AlBab near #Syria #Turkey border, see latest report: http://ow.ly/HUNF309B17h 

United Nations @UN Mar 4
“Tough but constructive" #SyriaNegotiations round wrapped up this wk. Latest from @UN Envoy https://goo.gl/17DzkM 

United Nations @UN Mar 3
Latest #SyriaNegotiations wrap up in @UNGeneva with clear agenda & plans to resume later this month

UN Refugee Agency‏ @Refugees Mar 2 
Batoul was displaced by war in Syria – in 5 years time she hopes to be teaching young people 

Facebook
UN in Syria shared ‎مكتب الأمم المتحدة لتنسيق الشؤون الإنسانية في سوريا(OCHA)‎'s post. 8 March 2017
مكتب الأمم المتحدة لتنسيق الشؤون الإنسانية في سوريا
Today on International #WomensDay , read statement from Regional Humanitarian Coordinator for the #SyriaCrisis, Kevin Kennedy: http://ow.ly/cd8r309HfE5

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 8 March 2017 
"We want our future to be better. So that we can make our dreams come true.”
Meet the TIGER girls of Zaatari refugee camp!
Get inspired to change the lives of refugee girls on this #WomensDay.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 8 March 2017
"It was either stay and die, or flee and risk death.”
Adil and his family recently escaped from west Mosul. Like many families arriving in our camps they are in a desperate condition. People are visibly traumatized, hungry and dehydrated.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 7 March 2017 
Hungary’s new asylum seeker law will have a terrible impact on women, children and men who have already suffered a great deal.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 7 March 2017
In practice Hungary's new law means that every asylum-seeker, including children, will be detained in shipping containers surrounded by high razor wire fence at the border for extended periods of time. More here: http://www.unhcr.org/.../unhcr-deeply-concerned-hungary

United Nations shared UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency's video.
March 5 at 2:05am · 
Here are some ways you can help UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency protect and assist refugees: http://bit.ly/28KogF0

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 3 March 2017
“The resilient people of Syria have hope and optimism. We need to invest in that. We need to give peace a chance.”
Khaled is from a mountain town in Syria, which in times of peace thrived from the productive cherry orchards that blossom on its outskirts. Now, he and some 13.5 million fellow Syrians rely on humanitarian aid.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 2 March
We asked Syrian refugees where they hoped to be in five years time, for this video marking the 5th anniversary of the Syrian conflict, in March 2016.
We're devastated that yet another year of war and destruction has come and gone with no end in sight.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency 2 March 
On #WorldBookDay, our pick is A Hope More Powerful Than The Sea - one Syrian refugee’s story of love, loss and survival. It's a story that gripped our Melissa Fleming - UNHCR and inspired her to write a book.
Click below to read an extract – and if you have a book or story about a refugee to recommend, feel free to share it in the comments.
http://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2017/1/58877c054/teen-refugee-survived-shipwreck-saved-babys-life.html

Social media campaigns
#Shareyourwarmth- UNRWA launched its winter fundraising campaign #shareyourwarmth in December 2016 to support the needs of this vulnerable population affected by the Syrian crisis and bring respite during the cold months.
http://www.unrwa.org/galleries/photos/families-face-hardship-during-winter-khan-dunoun-shelter

#My Voice-My School is an UNRWA project launched in 2015 and implemented by Digital Explorer to connect schools in Gaza, Syria, Lebanon with schools in Europe and USA through Skype exchanges. Through live video conversations and customized teaching materials, students and teachers explore how education can help them meet their future aspirations. www.unrwa.org/myvoicemyschool

@ShareTheMeal: In April 2016, the World Food Programme launched its phone application to support fundraising efforts for Syrian refugee children in Lebanon. ShareTheMeal’s fundraising aims to support 1,400 refugee children. Through the app, smartphone users can join thousands of other people in making donations and support a selected community and monitor progress. Since the launch of the campaign, nearly 7.5 million meals have been shared.
www.sharethemeal.org

#Unite4Heritage is a global movement run by UNESCO that aims to celebrate and safeguard cultural heritage and diversity around the world. Launched in response to the unprecedented attacks on world heritage sites, the campaign calls on everyone to stand up against extremism and radicalization by celebrating the places, objects and cultural traditions that make the world such a rich and vibrant place.
http://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1254/
#NoLostGeneration- The initiative was launched by UNICEF and partners in 2013 to focus attention on the plight of children affected by the Syrian crisis. By articulating real concerns about the possible ‘loss’ of a generation of children to the effects of violence and displacement, the initiative put education and child protection at the centre of the response inside Syria and across the refugee hosting countries (Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt).
http://nolostgeneration.org/about

Relevant links to UN Secretariat, Agencies, Funds and Programmes on Syria
DPI Focus Page on Syria:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocusRel.asp?infocusID=146&Body=Syria&Body1=

UN System agencies :
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/media/index.html
WFP: http://www.wfp.org/countries/syria
OCHA: http:/unocha.org/syria, twitter.com/ocha_syria, facebook.com/UNOCHA.Syria
WHO: http://www.who.int/countries/syr/en/
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/4f86c2426.html
UNFPA:https://www.unfpa.org/emergencies/crisis-syria

OHCHR: http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?CID=SY
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/
UNESCO:http://www.unesco.org/new/en/syria-crisis-response/
UNESCO Emergency Safeguarding of the Syrian Cultural Heritage Project:      http://www.unesco.org/new/en/beirut/areas-of-action/culture/syria/emergency-safeguarding-of-the-syrian-heritage/
UNESCO Observatory of Syrian Cultural Heritage https://en.unesco.org/syrian-observatory/
UNESCO Bridging Learning Gaps for Youth: http://www.unesco.org/new/en/syria-crisis-response/bridging-learning-gaps/

UN on social media:
Twitter: https://twitter.com/UN
Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/un_photo/
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/unitednations
Tumblr: http://united-nations.tumblr.com/

Photo galleries: 
UNHCR: http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d.html
UNRWA: http://www.unrwa.org/photogallery.php
OCHA: http://www.unocha.org/media-resources/photo-gallery
UNICEF: http://www.unicef.org/photography/photo_2013.php#UNI82253
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